
RUNNING DICTATION

ANSWER KEY

A THEY GREW UP BETWEEN OLDER AND YOUNGER BROTHERS AND SISTERS

B IT’S EASIER FOR THEM TO BREAK THE RULES, BY THE TIME THEY WERE

BORN, THEIR PARENTS WERE MORE RELAXED ABOUT DISCIPLINE

C THEIR PARENTS WERE MORE RELAXED THEMSELVES BY THE TIME THE

SECOND CHILD ARRIVED

D THEY ARE GIVEN EVERYTHING THEY ASK FOR

E THEY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THE BABY OF THE FAMILY

F THEY SPEND A LOT OF TIME WITH ADULTS

G THEY’VE NEVER HAD TO SORT OUT PROBLEMS WITH OTHER BROTHERS AND

SISTERS

H WHEN THE SECOND CHILD WAS BORN, THEY LOST SOME OF THEIR PARENTS’

ATTENTION, AND MAYBE THEY FELT REJECTED.
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HOW BIRTH ORDER INFLUENCES YOUR PERSONALITY

Nowadays it is a fact that our position in the family - that is, whether you are an oldest

child, a middle child, a youngest child or an only child - is possibly the strongest influence

there is on our character and personality. So what influence does it have?

THE OLDEST CHILD

Firstborn children often have to look after their younger brothers and sisters, so they’re

usually sensible and responsible as adults. They also tend to be more ambitious and they

make good leaders. On the negative side, oldest children can be insecure and anxious.

This is because H 1

THE MIDDLE CHILD

The middle children are more relaxed than the oldest children, probably because C 2.

They are usually very sociable - the kind of people who get on with everybody. They are

also sensitive to what other people need, because A 3. For the same reason, they are

often quite good at sorting out arguments, and they are always sympathetic to the ones

on the losing side, or in general, To people who are having problems. On the other hand,

more middle children can sometimes be unambitious, and they can lack direction in life.

THE YOUNGEST CHILD

Youngest children are often very outgoing and charming. This is the way they try to get

the attention of both their parents and their older brothers and sisters. They are often

more rebellious, and this is probably because B 4. They can also be immature and

disorganized, and they often depend too much on other people, because E 5.

THE ONLY CHILD

Only children usually do very well at school, because they have a lot of contact with

adults. They get a lot of love and attention from their parents, so they’re typically

self-confident. They’re also independent, as they spend so much time on themselves.

And because F 6, they’re often very organized. Only children can sometimes be spoilt,

because D 7 by their parents. They can also be quite selfish and get impatient, especially

when things go wrong. This is because G 8.


